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MI CROMECHANI CAL OPTICAL SWITCH 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

An optical switch element is described, which 
includes a fixed layer disposed outwardly from a 
substrate and a movable mirror assembly disposed 
5 outwardly from the fixed layer. The moveable mirror 
assembly is operable to move relative to the fixed layer 
responsive to a voltage applied to the movable mirror 
assembly. In a particular embodiment, the movable mirror 
assembly includes an inner strip spaced apart from the 

10 fixed layer by a first distance and an outer strip 
disposed approximately adjacent to the inner strip and 
spaced apart from the fixed layer by a second distance 
which is greater than the first distance. The optical 
transmission of the optical switch element changes 

15 depending on the position of the movable mirror assembly. 
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